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Last December, the artist Lita Al-
buquerque and a team of assistants
placed 99 blue fiberglass spheres
at precise coordinates around the
South Pole. They trudged over
the snow and tethered each ball to
ropes anchored in the crusty ice.
“We had to dig 500 holes in the

cold,” she said, adding that one
crew member slipped and fell un-
derneath one of the larger spheres.
“I’m sure he had nightmares. And
nearly every hour he asked ‘Now,
who’s idea was this anyway?’”
The idea was Albuquerque’s. With

a hefty grant from the National Sci-
ence Foundation’s Artists and Writ-
ers Program, the California-based
artist installed the project as a way

to map constellations on the polar
ice cap and symbolically place Earth
in a universal context. A smaller

version of the project, called “Stel-
lar Axis,” opens today at Hentschel
Art Gallery in Des Moines.
“It’s really a scientific way of

looking at things,” said the artist,
who plans to talk about her work
tonight at a gallery reception. “My
main interest is to locate ourselves
in space and time.”
With that in mind, Albuquerque

created 99 spheres of varying sizes
to represent stars of varying de-
grees of brightness. Then her team
arranged them to correspond with
a portion of the sky on Dec. 22, the
Southern Hemisphere’s summer
solstice.
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Artist Lita Albuquerque created 99 fiberglass spheres of
varying sizes to represent stars of varying brightness.
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As you begin your

weekend, take a look
at this list of what’s

happening to help you plan
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arcia and Larry Zach spent years
looking for the perfect home.
A house surrounded by nature.

A studio for painting and lots of
space to display Larry’s art. An
Old World feel.
They never found that home.
But last spring they found a nice-

sized house on a nearly two-acre
Ankeny lot, surrounded by woods.
“We’re both outdoors people,”

said Larry, a wildlife painter, hunter and former life
sciences teacher.
The lot was a stunner. The house, not quite.
After a few months of consideration, they hired

Mary Mason Custom Homes & Remodeling to help
renovate the kitchen, which had an oddly positioned
island and countertops the Zachs didn’t like. The
project quickly evolved into something bigger as
the Zachs talked about problems with other areas
of the house.
Larry and Marcia felt a little strange about doing a

major remodel on a house built in 1999. The home
was so new, and nothing was worn out or broken.
But Mason helped them choose projects that would

add value to the home, such as redoing the kitchen
and overhauling the master bath. They saved money
by reusing the former kitchen cabinets in other areas
of the house, including the new laundry room and
Larry’s studio.
“One of our goals was to make it a house we really

like, but also get our dollars out of it,” Larry said.
Mason began her work by visiting the Zachs’ gal-

lery, Larry Zach Wildlife Art in Ankeny, where Mar-
cia is manager and Larry shows his nature-inspired
work. Lacking the space in their former home, the
gallery was where they kept many of their favorite
art pieces, including artifacts Larry collected on his
travels through Africa.
Mason looked around the gallery and listened to

the Zachs’ plans for Old World decor. Then she ex-
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Remodeler Mary Mason coached Larry and Marcia Zach, above, through their
home renovation. The house now reflects Larry’s nature-inspired work and
showcases African art and animal pelts, including one from a zebra Larry shot
in Namibia. At right, Larry’s studio offers a view of the natural environment.
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